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We hope you will forgive us combining our November and December 
updates into one letter - it’s been a busy couple of months!"

November - Birthdays, Hospitals and Moving"
November began with birthday celebrations. For Anne’s on the 9th, 
Coleman cooked dinner, baked cake and invited the Smiths over to 
eat and celebrate with us. Then came the milestone birthday: on the 
13th, Samuel turned one! We had small celebrations at home the day-
of and then a party the next Saturday, where he played with many 
friends, basked in all the attention, and turned down his strawberry-
iced vanilla cupcake for the apple he was already enjoying!"

Our week of celebration was followed by struggles. Samuel came 
down with a fever and stomach bug as well as an ear infection that 
progressed into pneumonia. After a visit to his paediatrician he was 
admitted to the hospital for treatment, which was rough on all of us. 
After just one night and two days of treatment he was much 
improved and his lungs were clear and we left the hospital with a 
much happier little boy. Unfortunately, while we were at the hospital, 
both Coleman and Anne picked something up - we’re still not sure if 
it was food poisoning, or a very nasty tummy bug - but it required 
that Anne be hospitalized and Coleman treated in Casualty (ER). 
There was some concern because Anne was experiencing strong 
contractions, but after being admitted and beginning treatment for 
dehydration and nausea, we were able to calm the contractions and 
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 Samuel’s 
Adventures 

In November we celebrated 
Samuel’s 1st birthday! He 
has grown into a confident 
walker, and a bit of a 
daredevil climber, scaling 
piles of boxes, stairs, furniture 
and pretty much everything he 
can get a toehold on.  

He continues to be very social 
and enjoyed his first 
sleepovers, happily playing 
with friends who took 
wonderful care of him while we 
were unable to. He moves 
happily from person to person 
at church events and enjoys 
playing with other children. 

Bump Watch 

Despite some concerns during 
Anne’s illness, all appears to 
be well with Baby Glenn 2.0. 
Baby has grown at a steady 
rate, continues to be VERY 
active, and has settled in 
nicely, head down. With only 
4-8 weeks left, Anne is 
counting down the days, and 
we are looking forward to 
seeing the face attached to this 
energetic personality. 

NEWS FROM THE 
GLENNS
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start to settle things. Through this, the baby was just fine, and 
it became clear that Anne was not going into labour, but that 
the contractions were simply a result of being sick. Friends 
banded together to take care of us - Samuel had his first 
sleepovers at the Waterses, the Smiths took care of Coleman 
and our doula, Leshane, took care of Anne at the hospital. We 
were finally all reunited at the Smiths, who continued to help 
us get back on our feet, along with volunteers from the 
congregation who spent the next week taking care of Samuel, 
dropping off meals, and packing boxes for our move. "

The week culminated in our move from 7 Sydney to 30 Perth. 
Volunteers had come through the week to help pack boxes, 
and on moving day more than 25 people came to help. They 
brought their cars and packed and loaded everything up under 
Coleman’s supervision. At the new house, Anne’s recliner was 
delivered first and installed in the front hall where she could 
sit and direct traffic. Samuel spent the day with friends, and 
by the time the Ilsleys returned with him that afternoon it 
was done. Everything (or almost everything - we did discover 
that somehow the spice drawer in the kitchen had been 
missed, so there was a return trip around the corner for that a 
few days later) had made it to the new house and we were 
halfway unpacked!"

December - End of year, Family and Christmas"
As we settled into our new (yet familiar) space, Coleman 
returned to work and finished teaching his last week of classes 
at the school. We attended the end-of-year ceremonies for the 
Primary school and it was a wonderful way to wrap up the 
year. In particular it gave Anne a chance to get to know a little 
but about each student as they received merit awards written 
by their teachers, and academic and other awards for the older 
grades. The grade 7s who have come to the end of their time 
at Kainon have already been joining us at youth for the last 
term, and it was wonderful to celebrate the end of their 
Primary years with them as they prepare to leave the church 
school and move on to high school. We look forward to 
having them in youth next year and maintaining connections 
to the church and Kainon through that. "

We celebrated Coleman’s birthday on the 13th with a date, just 
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Praise and Petitions 

Praise God for Samuel’s health - he 
has been very well since recovering 
from pneumonia and we are very 
grateful. 

Praise God for the community here 
who has been so crucial in getting us 
through these difficult weeks. They 
have lifted and carried us and we are 
so grateful for their support and love. 

Please pray for the Cape Town 
community and Coleman’s 
relationships with them. His last trip 
was cancelled due to our illness, and 
he will miss the next scheduled visit 
as it is right around our due date. We 
were able to see several of the 
young people who came home to 
Durban for Christmas - please pray 
that Coleman would be able to 
continue to develop relationships 
with them despite the time and 
distance. 

Please pray for Coleman’s new role 
as Chaplain - for wisdom and 
discernment in his new leadership 
and counselling role with staff, 
students and families. Pray for his 
relationships with the wonderful 
administrators at staff at the schools 
as they work together to teach and 
guide their students and to be a 
support for families. 

Thank you for your prayers for Anne’s 
health. She has been recovering well 
from her illness in November and the 
baby continues to be in perfect 
health. Please pray for continued 
strength in this ‘homestretch’ of 
pregnancy and as we prepare to 
welcome this child into our home. 

Thank you for your prayers.
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the two of us (a rare thing this last year!) and began making preparations for 
family to come and visit. Anne’s brother Andrew and sister-in-law Claire arrived 

on the 16th from Toronto and we enjoyed several days with 
them before Anne’s parents came from Singapore on the 21st. 
Samuel has been thrilled with all of the love and attention he 
has received from his aunt and uncle and his grandparents. We 
enjoyed the telling of the Christmas story at the Christmas Eve 
Tableaux service and then listening to Coleman preach on 

Christmas morning. We spent Christmas afternoon in the pool, relaxing in the 36ºC/96.8ºF 
heat. We learned why a roasted turkey is not a traditional Christmas dish in warm countries 
of the southern hemisphere (the kitchen was significantly hotter than outside!) but enjoyed 
our Christmas meal outside, with a cool breeze blowing in from the ocean offering a break from the heat. 
Samuel loved helping everyone unpack their stockings, and had great fun tearing into packages to see 
what was inside."

!
Looking ahead to 2015"
Andrew and Claire returned safely to Toronto on the 29th, and on the 30th we celebrated our 2nd 
wedding anniversary. Anne’s parents will be with us until January 8th, and we’re grateful for this time with 
them. Anne is now 35 weeks pregnant, and we are excitedly counting down the days until we meet our 
second child face to face. Coleman’s parents will be joining us in late January and staying for a month to 
be with us when the baby arrives and in the time afterwards, and one of his sisters will be coming for a 
short visit in early February. We are looking forward to spending time with them, and to having the extra 
hands as Samuel becomes a big brother. "

2015 will also bring a new school year, and Coleman will officially move into his new role as Chaplain at 
Kainon. He will be responsible for spiritual leadership at the school for both staff and students, leading 
morning chapel, organising teacher training, and offering spiritual guidance to staff, students, and families. "

Looking back on 2014, it has been a full, busy year and we are so grateful for all of the love, support, 
encouragement and prayers from our communities around the globe. Thank you for your support, for 
your prayers and words of love and encouragement and for the practical assistance you have given us 
through this year. We pray you all experience God’s love in 2015.
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To get a monthly mailing of our newsletter please send us an 
email and we’ll add you to the list. For more details of our 

adventures visit our blog!
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